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Purpose of The Citywide Trails Master Plan H
The need for a Citywide Greenbelt and Creek Corridor Preservation Plan Through the acquisition of corridors for greenways, trails help to

preserve key greenbelt areas. Imagine Round Rock twenty years
from now, and imagine how attractive green corridors such as the
Brushy Creek and Chandler Creek corridors will be.

was established as one of the key goals of Round Rock’s General Plan
2000. That plan clearly foresaw the continued rapid development of the
City, and the need to identify key trail corridors to establish a framework for
a future citywide network of trails, greenbelts and recreational amenities

linking major parks and features of Round Rock. Trails provide a healthy lifestyle, by providing opportunities to

engage in exercise in a fun setting, whether by simply walking or

This Citywide Trails Master Plan, then, is to be used in fostering and guiding through more strenuous activities such as cycling or roller-blading.

the creation of a citywide network. Itis intended to provide guidance as the
preferred location for trail corridors and will help the city acquire greenbelt
corridors for trail use. Also, the plan will provide a framework through
which the city and the private sector can work together to jointly create
beautiful and meaningful trail corridors, and to make informed decisions
as to how to fund trail development in an appropriate manner.

Trails preserve the history and culture of the city by preserving key
historical features and areas, as well as the landscape context around
those areas.

Trails support economic development by creating attractive
greenbelts that can revitalize areas, provide tourism opportunities and
This Trails Master Plan is intended to be flexible, so as to remain a viable make Round Rock an attractive place to relocate.
tool as Round Rock continues to grow and change. The plan will continue
to serve for many years, but should be periodically updated so as to reflect

current conditions within the city and its neighboring communities.

Trails can provide transportation benefits by providing alternative
ways to get to work, to retail areas or to key city destinations such as
libraries, parks, recreation centers, pools or even city hall.

The Benefits of a Citywide Greenway System
Finally, and most importantly, a citywide trail system clearly
speaks to Round Rock’s commitment to establishing a very high
quality of life standard for its citizens. In turn, that commitment to
quality of life promotes the business and economic growth of the city,
since it says that Round Rock will always seek to be a premier place to
live and to do business.

Throughout the United States, trails continue to be one of the most popular
recreation features provided by communities. In Texas, with favorable
outdoor weather much of the year, trails are becoming exceedingly
popular. Central Texas, with the Town Lake system in Austin and the
Brushy Creek Regional Trail system in Round Rock and Williamson
County, is particularly well known as a location for premier trails.

Trails are popular because they offer something for everyone, from
the very young, to the very active, to the elderly simply seeking a tranquil
place to walk and enjoy being outside. Trails provide an opportunity to see
the beautiful natural parts of the city, and especially those areas that are
nhot readily visible as one travels around Round Rock.
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Master pIannrnd| for trails on a. citywide basis creates® opd'ortunrtres to
influence nat only.recreatron opportunities in tneerty' Eut also to enhance the
appearance and the perception of Rgund Rock. The Trarls Master.lPIan can

help to preserve o'qen space aud-tb enhance areas adja.pent to bot:rlevards "
thereby creatrng a more attractive city. "
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Ihequwwﬁg g"’ |d|ng principles were developed through the master pt'annrng
process, and serve to guide the alignment and layout of both ttle trails
propoé,ed bylﬂwrs document, as weII as additional trails proposed in tl]te future.

Burldrng}a System - The ultimate goal is to create an mterq-fonnected
system ofirails that allow multiple connections across much of I:ﬁ;'und Rock.
Segments Eurrenlty unconnected should be joined into an over

contrnuous.trarls =0 Il

Identity — TraﬂI segments should be- desrgne,d s0 that they convey the physical
and hrstorrpal character of the City of Roqnd Rock and the nerghborhoods
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Learning — Trail ¢ d_orri'ddrs offer a unique opportunity to learn about the
history, cuIture,-a" d accorf\plrshments of Round Rock. Trails provide access

to the _n_atr,rral habitat in the city, and should provide ample opportunities to
I_earn" about the environrrr_tén_t._r_

Beauty of the City ,--“rWherelh ossible, the trail system should contribute
to enhancing the p‘nysical appearance of the city, whether through new
pedestrian features;. landscaping .added to trail corridors, or simply by
revealing natural afeas not previoiisly visible to the general public.

1

1 I
-Partnerships — The Citywide Trail system should work fowards creating

public and private|partnerships that help build the entire system more
quickly. |

e

Safety — Trails aIIqw users to go | 'rnto or along areas-that: Tay have not
been previously accessible. No er]_rt_y_can -guarantee the safety of users of

__through wttrch ttatl corridors pass. il ol “ the trail system, bgt_every—efr ot should be made.to provide trails that meet -"_II
o .+ ' established tr:art*safety criteria.
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Trail Planning Methodology

The methodology used to identify and prioritize trail corridors includes both an
analytical look at potential trail corridors as well as provisions for citizen opinions
and feedback regarding the need for and location of trail corridors in the city.
The process is accepted by Texas Parks and Wildlife for locally based parks
and recreation master plans. Coordination with the City’s Transportation Plan,
which was updated in 2003 and approved by the City Council in the Spring of
2004, occured at several key points during the planning process. The steps in
the process are illustrated on this page.

The Planning Process

Coordination with
Transportation Plan

Coordination with
Transportation Plan

Introduction

Previous Trail Planning Efforts

This plan builds upon the trail corridor recommendations put forth in the
Year 2000 Comprehensive Parks, Recreation and Open Space Master
Plan. In that document, creek and drainage corridors were identified as
the key components of a citywide network of trails. That plan identified the
development of hike and bike trails as a high priority action for the city over the
next 5 to 10 years. It also identified the preservation and conservation of key
drainage corridors such as Brushy Creek, Lake Creek and Chandler Creek as
high priorities. The 2000 Parks Plan identified the need for 7.5 miles of trail for
an anticipated 2010 population of 74,000, thus recommending a ratio of 1 mile
of trail for every 10,000 residents of Round Rock.

The Round Rock General Plan 2000 serves as the city’'s comprehensive
guiding document, and as such the Parks and Recreation Master Plan is a
component of the General Plan. The General Plan identifies as one of its goals
the development of a trails system and open space plan to protect the city’s
unique ecological features and to help maintain the City’s quality of life. The
General Plan also indicates a goal of linking the trail system to the sidewalk
system to provide as much access to the system as possible.

Steps used in the development of the Citywide Trails Master Plan
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